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Posted January 18, 1999 
By The Associated Press 

DES MOINES — David Belin, a prominent Des Moines attorney who 
served as a top investigator to the Warren Commission, died Sunday from 
head injuries suffered in a fall in a Minnesota hotel room. 

Belin died at St. Mary's Hospital at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. 

He had been in a coma since his fall Jan. 5. He had been at the clinic for an 
annual physical checkup. 

Belin, 70, was bom in Washington, D.C., and raised in Sioux City. He 
graduated with a law degree from the University of Michigan in 1954. 

Belin moved to Des Moines in 1954 and began practicing law at the firm of 
Herrick and Langdon. In 1978, he and Other lawyers founded the firm that 
eventually would become Belin Lamson McCormick Zumbach Flynn, with 
which he served as a senior partner until his death. 



Belin's public service included an appointment to serve as counsel to the 
Warren Commission, which investigated President Kennedy's 
assassination. He wrote two books on the subject, including "Final 
Disclosure" in 1988. 


In 1991, Belin defended the Warren Commission's work against attacks 
made in the Oliver Stone movie "JFK." Belin called the film "a big lie that 
would make Adolf Hitler proud." 

Belin also served as executive director to the Rockefeller Commission, 
which investigated CIA activities within the United States. 

"David was a brilliant lawyer who combined an uncanny ability to be a 
tenacious advocate and compassionate counselor," said Roger Stetson, 
president of Belin Lamson McCormick Zumbach Flynn. "He had a true 
zest for life and a wonderful ability to balance his professional life with a 
devotion to his family and active engagement in numerous community and 
national activities." 


Surviving are his second wife, Barbara Ross, whom he married in 1992; 
three sons, Jon, Jim and Tom; and two daughters, Joy and Laurie. 
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Services will be held at Temple BTSTai Jeshurun in Des Moines on 
Wednesday morning. 
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